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SOME MIMETIC FLIES, WITH THE DESCRIPTION OF 
TWO NEW SPECIES FROM NORTH AMERICA 
(SYRPHID^E; DIPTERA). 

By F. M. Hull 
University, Miss. 

I have recently had occasion to mention the similarity of 
the lateral aspect of Cerioid flies to that of certain Hymen- 
optera. Since that time, I find two additional species that 
prove to be undescribed and are here presented. A Eumenid 
wasp, Eumenes bollii Cress., was discovered among the ma¬ 
terial from Dilley, Texas, from which P. reinhardi Hull was 
taken and is considered to be probably the “model” of that 
species. The resemblance, while not exact, is very striking. 
(Figs, e, f). In at least eight respects, the similarity bet¬ 
ween them is notable. (1) Position of abdomen; (2) simu¬ 
lation of folded wings; (3) pendulous antennae; (4) apical 
segments of antennae contrastingly colored; (5) pleural 
markings; (6) general coloration; (7) position of wings; 
(8) pedicellate abdomen. C. aldrichi, n. sp. laterally viewed, 
greatly resembles Spilomyia longicornis Loew. 

Cerioides aldrichi n. sp. (Plate 9, fig. 4) 

Characterized by fairly large size, yellow scutellum, poste¬ 
riorly bifid, large yellow spots in anterior corners of second 
abdominal segment and the prominent silver-tipped style. 
Not closely related to any North American species. Pre¬ 
dominating colors, yellow and black. 

Length 17 mm. Female . Vertex yellow, the deep black of 
the upper section of front and of vertex encroaching upon 
the yellow and dividing it narrowly in the middle . The div¬ 
ided surfaces of the yellow spots rounded. Lower front and 
entire face, save for a narrow basal margin to the antenni- 
fer and a narrow median stripe, shining yellow. Cheeks very 
broadly, and a slender margin along the front of the epis- 
toma, deep black. The facial stripe is dark brown and has 
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within itself a slender stripe. Antennifer and antennae black, 
the third joint a very deep brown, with a curious lighter 
brown pubescence. The antennifer is about one third the 
length of the first antennal joint, and the first joint is a lit¬ 
tle longer than the second joint. The second and third joints 
are about equal. The style is long, about two thirds the 
length of the third joint. 

Thorax and pleurae jet black; a large brilliant pale yellow 
spot on humeri, a smaller one just before the base of the 
wing, a spot on mesopleurae, sternopleurae, and a short, simi¬ 
larly colored stripe on the dorsum on either side posteriorly. 
Scutellum shining yellow, sharply margined with black and 
with a median notch posteriorly. The exceedingly short pile 
of the scutellum is largely black. Halteres light brown. 
Squamae pale yellow. 

Abdomen black, the second, third and fourth segments 
with wide, bright yellow posterior margins, and the last two 
segments with thick, prominent lunulate pollinose markings. 
The second segment on either side with an exceedingly large, 
pale yellow spot. This spot extends toward the middle in 
its own anterior corner, but is rounded off and does not 
meet, and the spot is elongated posteriorly in a medial 
oblique direction almost to the yellow posterior margin of 
the segment. Thus, the lateral margin of the second segment 
is black from the posterior corner almost to the anterior 
corner. Venter black, with prominent yellow cross bands. 
Legs largely light brownish-yellow, the tibiae distally and 
the hind femora on the outer half with a darker brownish 
area. Coxae black. Trochanters dark brown. Wings in- 
fuscated along the anterior edge, more yellowish on the 
basal two-thirds of the margin. 

One female, Susanville, California (July). W. J. Cham¬ 
berlin collector. Type in the collection of the author. 

A fairly large species not related to any North American 
form with which I am acquainted. In fact, with the broad 
abdomen basally, the very short antennifer and large con¬ 
spicuous yellow spots on the base of the abdomen the species 
must approach the somewhat generalized hypothetical type 
described by Shannon (Insecutor Inscitiae Menstruus, xiii, 
p. 49). Its short antennifer precludes placing the species in 
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Tenthredomyia . I do not believe that a subgeneric assign¬ 
ment should be made upon it, lacking a male specimen, and 
also in view of the fact that there is a slight antennifer, it 
seems best to consider it as a highly aberrant Cerioides . 

Tenthredomyia ancoralis Coq. 

One male. Las Cruces, New Mexico. July (F. M. Hull) 
on flowers of privet. 

Tenthredomyia abbreviata Loew. 

Several specimens, males and females, near Ames, la., 
July 19 (F. M. Hull). 

Tenthredomyia tridens Loew. 

A large series collected by A. Spuler at Toppenish, Wash., 
July 22 to August 1. 

Tenthredomyia mime n. sp. (Plate 9, fig. 1) 

An odd species, of bluish black coloration with ivory white 
markings. The color, together with the entirely dark wings, 
with their blue and purple irridescence, makes it a very 
unique member of the North American Cerioidini. It bears a 
striking resemblance to a bluish-black species of wasp. 

Length 15 mm. including antennae. Female . Vertex ivory 
white, the upper occiput on either side and the front and re¬ 
gion about occelli black, the latter with a V-shaped intrusion 
posteriorly into the white of the vertex. Antennifer, its base, 
and a short space below broadly extending to the eyes and 
continued medially as a narrow facial stripe, black. The face 
with a large, white triangle on either side and a small, white 
spot on the margin of the eyes just opposite the antennifer 
together with a pair of similar smaller spots just above the 
base of the antennifer. The median black stripe of the face is 
connected with the black oral margin and the cheeks are 
broadly and entirely black. Antennae entirely black. The an¬ 
tennifer equal in length to the first and second joints and 
these latter segments of equal length. The third segment 
slightly longer than the second. The style quite short. 

The thorax entirely black save for a white spot on the hu¬ 
meri, and mesopleurae, and a smaller one before the base of 
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the wing and again on the sternopleurae. The scutellum 
broadly whitish with a narrow brownish rim posteriorly 
and anteriorly. Halteres and squamae light brown. 

Abdomen black, with a large, oblong white spot in the an¬ 
terior corners of the second segment, a white posterior mar¬ 
gin on the second and third segments, the former noticeably 
thinned in the middle and wider in the posterior corners. On 
the posterior margin of the fourth segment there is only a 
minute median white spot. 

Legs black, with the narrow apices of the femora, the 
basal third of the tibiae and the hind femora basally, nar¬ 
rowly light-brownish to yellow. Wings entirely dark, with 
bluish and purplish reflections, the infuscation slightly di¬ 
luted on the extreme posterior edge. 

Type, a female, Tallulah, Louisiana. This remarkable 
species mimics certain of the bluish wasps. Type in the col¬ 
lection of the author. 


Explanation of Plate 9. 
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Tenthredomyia mime n. sp. 

Polybiomyia festiva Hull. 

Polybiomyia reinhardi Hull, showing ventral abdominal con¬ 
cavity. 

Cerioides aldrichi n. sp. 

A species of wasp, Eumenes bollii Cress., which P. reinhardi 
greatly resembles. 

Polybiomyia reinhardi Hull, showing pollinose lunulae of ab¬ 
domen. 
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